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COURSE OVERVIEW  

The history of India goes by its own significance. The Indian civilization is as old 
as the civilization of the Nile Valley of Egypt and Mesopotamia. Many ancient 
civilizations of the world are now either extinct or have failed to preserve their 
old traditions. However, the Indian Civilization has achieved greatness in 
preserving its age old traditions to the present day. Though India is one of the 
earlier civilizations of the world, we are confronted with a serious problem of 
paucity of necessary records for the reconstruction of its ancient history. The 
main purpose of history is to throw light on the past. The study of early Indian 
history is 7 important for several points of views. It tells us how, when and where 
the people of India developed their earliest cultures. Ancient Indian history is 
interesting because India proved to be a crucible of numerous races. The pre-
Aryans, the Indo-Aryans, The Greeks, The Scythias, the Hunas, the Turks etc., 
made India their home. Each ethnic group contributed its mete to the evolution 
of Indian culture. Since ancient times India has been the land of several 
religions. Ancient India witnessed the birth of Hinduism, Jainism and Buddhism, 
but all these cultures and religions intermingled and interacted.  
COURSE OUTCOMES (COs)  

After the completion of the course, the student will be able to: 

 
CO No. Course 

Outcomes 

1 Students will be able to get the basic knowledge of ancient India. 

2  Students will be able to understand the growth and impacts of tool 

technology in India. 
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3  Students will be able to get basic knowledge of culture changes over the 

time period. 

4 Students will be able to effectively understand the relevance of religious 

revolt for society. 

 

 

COURSE CONTENT  

                                                                    
Content 

Unit - I 
1. Sources of Ancient India: Types and Uses 
2. Stone Age: Food gathering hunting stage; Food producing stage 
3. Harappan Civilization: Origin, Extent and Town Planning; Economy and 
Religion; Problem of Decay 
4. The Vedic Age: Society, Economy, Polity and Religion 
Unit – II 
1. Second Urbanization and the rise of Territorial States 
2. New Religious Movements: Jainism & Buddhism 
3. Mauryan Empire: Formation and Consolidation, Ashoka’s Dhamma, Social 
and Economic conditions, Decline of Empire 
Unit – III 
1. Post Mauryan Age: The Kushanas, Sangam Age: Satavahanas, Cholas and 
Pandyas. 
2. Gupta Empire: Formation and Consolidation, Contribution to Indian 
Culture 
3. Pushpabhutis: Harshvardhan, Tripartite Struggle, Historical Background to 
the Establishment of Delhi Sultanate. 
Unit – IV 
Maps: 
1. Important sites of Harappan Civilization 
2. Extent of Ashoka’s Empire and Pillars Edicts 
3. Ports, Trade routes of Ancient India 
4. Extent of Kushana’s Empire 
5. Extent of Harshavardhana Empire 
  

LESSON PLAN (THEORY AND TUTORIAL CLASSES) 

 

L.    Topic to be Delivered   Tutorial Plan         Unit 
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No 

1 Sources of Ancient India: 
Types and Uses 
 

 

Practice Questions/ 

Discussion on various 

problems regarding any 

covered topic   

  

  

    1 

2 Stone Age: Food gathering 
hunting stage; Food 
producing stage 

3  Harappan Civilization: 
Origin, Extent and Town 
Planning; Economy and 
Religion; Problem of Decay 
 
 

4 The Vedic Age: Society, 
Economy, Polity and 
Religion  

5 Second Urbanization and 
the rise of Territorial 
States 
  

 

 

Practice questions/ group 

discussions  

 

 

   2 

6 New Religious Movements: 
Jainism & Buddhism 
 

7 Mauryan Empire: 
Formation and 
Consolidation, Ashoka’s 
Dhamma 

8  Social and Economic 
conditions, Decline of 
Empire 
 

6 Post Mauryan Age:  
The Kushanas, Sangam 
Age: Satavahanas, Cholas 
and Pandyas. 

 

 

Practice questions / 

Group discussion  

3 

 

 

 

 7 Gupta Empire: Formation 
and Consolidation, 
Contribution to Indian 
Culture 
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8 Pushpabhutis: 
Harshvardhan, Tripartite 
Struggle, Historical 
Background to the 
Establishment of Delhi 
Sultanate. 

9 Important sites of 
Harappan Civilization 
 

 

Practice of Map 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   4 
10 Extent of Ashoka’s Empire 

and Pillars Edicts 

11 Ports, Trade routes of 
Ancient India 

12 Extent of Kushana’s 
Empire 

13 Extent of Harshavardhana 
Empire 
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PRACTICE QUESTIONS (QUESTION BANK) 
 

  

 

S No Problem 

1 नवपाषाण काल की मुख्य ववशेषताओ ंका वणणन करें | 
 

 

 
2 हड़प्पा सभ्यता की आर्थणक व धार्मणक ववशेषताओं का वणणन करें | 

 

 

 

 
3 आयों के सामाजिक, आर्थणक व रािनीततक िीवन का वणणन करें| 

 

 

 
4 महात्मा बुद्ध के िीवन व र्शक्षाओं का वणणन करें | 

 

 

 
5 गुप्तकाल को भारतीय इततहास  का स्वणणयुग क्यों कहा िाता है| 

 

 
6 मुसलमानों की िीत व रािपूतों की हार के क्या कारण थे| 
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7 भारत के मानर्ित्र पर अशोक का साम्राज्य दशाणए व टिप्पणी र्लखें| 

 

 

 

8 भारत के मानर्ित्र पर हषण वधणन का साम्राज्य दशाणए व टिप्पणी र्लखें 
 

 
 


